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Legacy of Equality Leadership and Organizing / LELO 
P.O. Box 28489 Seattle WA 98118 

www.LELORelicensing.org 
Contact Martha Ramos- Martha@lelo.org   - Corliss Samaniego Corliss@lelo.org Phone: 206 860 1400  

 
LELO is a 40-year-old, grassroots workers organization led by people of color in Seattle, Washington. In 2005 
we changed our name to "LELO" - Legacy of Equality, Leadership and Organizing to reflect our transformation 
from an anti-discrimination law office to a membership organization. 
Our mission is to empower workers of color, low income and women workers to assert our rights, improve our 
working conditions and gain a voice in our workplaces, unions, and communities here in the United States and 
across the globe.  
 

LELO experience with re-licensing goes deep as it started 17 years ago as a community outrage to the increased 
arrests in low-income communities because of unpaid traffic infractions.  

 

Beginning in 1999, LELO’s Low-Income Drivers’ Relicensing Project addressed a transportation barrier that 
prevented thousands of low-income families of color in Washington State from securing living wage jobs. 
Over five years, the Relicensing Project provided advocacy and education services to more than 2,500 low-
income drivers (70% people of color) with suspended licenses due to their inability to pay off minor traffic 
tickets. This work resulted in hundreds of families recovering access to reliable transportation. 
 

Then in 2004, a window of opportunity opened that allowed the Relicensing Project to transform its work from 
advocacy and educational services to organizing low-income workers to win a major public policy shift. When 
the Washington State Supreme Court issued a ruling declaring that more than 200,000 drivers had lost their 
licenses unconstitutionally, LELO got to work. Over six months, the committee engaged hundreds of low-
income workers and families.  
 

The committee then sought advice and training from elected officials of color, legal advocates, and union 
leaders in how to frame and mount a campaign to the Washington State Legislature. By using key strategic 
relationships in diverse communities, LELO was able to influence officials at the Washington State 
Department of Licensing to support amendments to a bill they introduced to the legislature offering relief 
and options for low-income drivers with suspended licenses. In the end, we won a form of amnesty for more 
than 200,000 low-income drivers with past suspensions. More importantly, though, were statewide reforms that 
mandated all courts to set up options for low-income drivers who desperately need access to transportation but 
can’t afford to pay off their tickets in full.  
 
“A driver’s license is a much-needed tool for people trying to support a family or receive medical treatment. 
And the option for a payment plan (hardship hearings and community service) enables people to retain the 
ability to support their family.” Ron Simms 
 

For the last two (2) years, LELO Relicensing Programs has served over 872 clients, and about 382 individuals 
have regained the driver’s licenses.  During 2018 a Pre-filing Diversion pilot program in collaboration with the 
Seattle City Attorney’s office has served more than 100 individuals suspended driver’s licenses in the 3rd degree 
(Driving while license suspended – DWLS 3).  
Through direct service and case Management, LELO's Re-licensing Programs staff advises individuals 
regarding all Washington and Non-Washington State driver’s license issues.  
LELO has advocated for the case management and advocacy services for low-income drivers to clear their court 
obligations instead of going to jail. 
 
The following charts illustrate our work with individuals who live in the Puget Sound ZIP codes, women and 
people of color. 
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Corliss Samaniego, Relicensing Coordinator (206) 860-1400 e-mail:Corliss@LELO.org  
Martha Ramos, Relicensing Specialist - email: Martha@LELO.org 
Emnet Getahun, Relicensing Programs Assistant - email: prefilingdiversion@lelo.org 
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